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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION. 



A second edition of^* Counsels ** was called for, and was 
prepared, several years ago (\%1\), hut circumstances 
arose which have hindered its publication until now. 

The work will probably he regarded as ** deficient" by 
those who feel justified in entertaining what are called 
**very high" doctrines concerning the Sacraments ; and 
as " too pronounced " by others who esteem them o« of 
but small value amongst the things which concern our 
Salvation, 

I can only say ^hat it is founded on what seems to be 
the teaching of God's Holy Word, and I believe it to 
be consistent with the doctrine of the Cfhurch of England, 
and so of the primitive Church. 

The two objects which are sought to be attained by 
this little work are a perception of the meaning of the 
Holy Communion Office^ and a hearty and devotional 
use of it. 

In other words, the deHre toKicK I ■Kaoe \& x \%«Kt>.o3&\fe 
tAe Communicant to ansxoer tV que«txot>. ^^ ^W>vo.\. Ttve<w> 



ye by this service ? " and to lead him to the happy 
experimental conviction that " The cup of blessing which 
ice bless is t?ie Communion of the Blood of Christ ; that 
the bread which we break is the Communion of the Body 
of Christ." 

Afay Qodf of His mercy f thus bless it to His glory and 
to the peace and Joy of many Communicants. 



Preface to the first edition. 



Ood has never left the world unearedfor. For a while, 
the world and the Church were mingled as one. Practi- 
cally, a separation occurred in Abel and Cain, but it was 
when the Church floated upon the wreck of a ruined war id 
that this severance became more plainly manifest. Not, • 
however, until the call and election of •♦ Abraham and his 
seed " was there a Church of Ood existing as a distinct 
economy amongst mankind. 

In that Church the Patriarchal retigien flourished for a 
time, to be developed, however,, in Ood*s providence, and 
by His plain instruction, into a distinct system. One 
change indeed accompanied the selection of Abraham —the 
introduction of circumcision as a religious rite— but the 
full development took place at a later period. In that 
system, when it was complete, eight things are peculiarly 
noteworthy : — 

1. There was an appeal to the Law as revealed by God 
to man. 

2. There was a Service, and a Ritual. 

3. There were persons whose duty it was to attend 
exclusively upon the work of the Ministry. 

4. That Ministry was threefold in its Orders, and con- 
sisted 0/(1) High Priest, (2) Priests, (3) Levites. 

5. There were two Sacrament% (to de^xg-KvaA-fc ^CVs*. vw*^ 
sacred rites by a more modern term) . Oue oj ^e%fc ^^^I^ -^ 
cumeisionj was applied to tlvc cMU oj e\9^^ ^**^* "^ 



and if it were negUeUd^ the chUd was termed a breaker of 
the Covenant, The other (the JPaeeover) was to he partaken 
of hy all, and parents were to instruct their ehildrenin the 
meaning and use of U. JVb undrcumeised maXe person 
could partake of the Passover, The first Sacrament gave 
a right to the second, 

6. Moreover, the Jevn required children of about thir- 
teen years ofa^e to he presented to the Doctors and other 
learned Jews, that they might Jv Suly catechised at the 
Temple, after which they were etUed ** Children of the 
Freest.** Christ ERmself th^u appeared in the Temple 
when He was twelve years old. The Christian ceremony 
of Confirmation is very similar , and has, at least, ApostoU 
teal authority, and is, apparently, referred to, Heh. vi. 2. 

7. There was Service Daily. 

8. The S(xbhath Day was regarded as Holy unto the 
Lord, and especial observances marked it out with ebpedal 
sanctity. 

**' In the fulness of time,** He who originally instituted 
these wise and merciful regulations, came to ** fulfil all 
righteousness,** and to become the great Antitype of all 
Jewish ceremonial. Before He left the earth He began, 
and after He ascended into heaven He completed, the 
economy or polity of the Christian Church. In doing this, 
we may observe eight particulars of much value, very 
analogotts to those discovered under the Jewish Church. 

1. There is throughout an appeal to God^s Revealed 
Will, as supreme in authority. 

7. There are services, and some sort of forms and 
regulations. 

S. T^ere are persons whose duty it ii to attend exclti- 
-ffr^/y t^j,on tAe work of the Ministry. 



4. That 3iiniitry is threefold in its Orders. During 
Chris f 8 Ministry— We have 

(1) Himself i (3) the Twelve^ (3) the Seventy ; 
Andf after Pentecost^ we have the three Orders, 

(1) Apostles (subsequently ** Angels" or ** Bishops" J , 

(2) Priests or Presbyters, (8) Deacons, 

6. There are two Sacraments, One of these (like Cir- 
cumcisionj f applicable to Children, and appointed by Christ, 
called Baptism. The $ffker, instituted by Christ into the 
place of the Passover , but to which baptized persons, only, 
are admissible. 

6. Between these two Sacraments comes the rite of 
Confirmation, in which theperson to be confirmed, declares 
his full consent and agreement to that covenant into which 
he had been baptized. This is a very similar proceeding 
to the presentation of the Jewish children in the Temple 
already alluded to. 

7. The early Christians met daily in sacred service. 

8. But the Zord*8 Day, which after Christ rose from the 
dead took the place of the Sabbath, is regarded as especially 
to be observed with especial sanctity. 

We know from the Bible and from early Church history, 
that the celebration of the Lord's Supper formed the chief 
occasion of gathering together among Christians, and that 
the Services in which they then engaged, were especially 
solemn. To these Services alone indeed, accurately speak- 
ing, the term of " Liturgies " is applicable, though the word 
is often used with a wider meaning now. 

A proper estimation by all of us, oj ewwxj w.«. o1 x>«.^^ 
means of grace,would doubtless lead to great «'^;°*^^^X: 
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cans of ffrace,would doiibtless lead to grew. «,«.^ Q,^<^,»e\A* 
re/iffion. In the hope XhoX tlve JoUowV.'»mj 
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INTRODUCTION. 



This Sacrament is known by a variety of names. 
It ought never to be called " The Sacrament " as 
though there were but one, since Jesus appointed 
two Sacraments. It is termed in Holy Scripture 
" The Lord's Supper,'' [1 Cor. xi. 20] : " The Com- 
munion of the body*' and ** the Communion of the 
blood of Christ," [1 Cor. x. 16] : " The Cup of (he 
Lord;' and *' the lord's tabk," [1 Cor. x.*21]: 
" That one bread," [1 Cor. x. 17] : '* My body, My 
blood," [St. Matt. xxvi. 26, 28] : *' Eucharist" or 
" Thanksgiving," [St. Matt. xxvi. 27] : and a means 
of *' showing the Lord's death, till He come." [1 Cor. 
xi. 26.1 

Surely no serious person can neglect this Holy 
Communion ! Christ died for sinners, and ap- 
pointed this Sacrament for all sinners who desire 
pardon through His complete work. It was " or- 
dained for the continual remembrance of the sacri- 
fice of the death of Chuist, and of the benefits 
which we receive thereby.'* It was instituted on a 
most solemn and affecting occasion by Christ 
Himself, who said of it, " This do in remembrance 
of Me." He said also "If ye love Me, keep My 
commandments." It seems therefore that they 
who habitually absent themselves from their Lord's 
table, do, in effect, proclaim that they love not 
Christ, for they keep not His command, and that 
they know better than Christ what is for their 
spiritual profit, for they use not a means of Grace, 
which is, beyond all dispute, specially appointed 
by their Saviour for their profit. It is grievous to 
observe how many neglect this SacrameiLt -^kSib, 
though Christ did not int«aA.ife loi. \j^ S^sssaRR^ ^^>c^^ 
look for fcalvatiou toou^ti^Bxco.. 



The Hubrics ought to be Iwell studied, and 
thoroughly carried out in their spirit and obvious 
meaning : even though they be not literally ob- 
served in every particular. Every Communicant 
ought to make himself known to his Parish Priest. 



THE ORDER OP THE 

ADMINISTRATION OF THE LORD'S 

SUPPER, 

OB 

HOLY COMMUNION. 



If So many as intend to be partakers of the holy 
Communion shall signify their names to the 
Curate, at least some time the day before. 

H And if any of those be an open and notorious 
evil liver, or have done any wrong to his neigh- 
bours by word or deed, so that the Congregation 
be thereby offended ; the Curate, having know- 
ledge thereof, shall call him and advertise him, 
that in any wise he presume not to come to the 
Lord's Table, until he hath openly declared him- 
self to have truly repented and amended his 
former naughty life, that the Congre^atl<:\wcs>»?^ 
thereby be satisfied, >N\iv^\i^'lw^^'s^^^'^^'^^^^'^ 
and that ho \ial\i x^^iom^^m^^ 'O^^ ^•«xVw^^> 
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On the use of the Lord's Prayer. 

I distinct occasions, several months apart 
another, Jbbus Christ gave the Loko's 
oth as a prayer to he used [St. Luke xi. 2] 
model of all prayer [St. Matt. vi. 9]. The 
ns differ a little. One contains a doxology 
ord of praise") the other has not this doxo- 
The one seems more fitting for a thanks- 
service ; the other for occasions of peni- 
Accordingly, this rule suggests the form 
it the doxology at the beginning of this 
e, where there is much confession of sin; 
le other form towards the close, where much 
of the eucharistical, or thanksgiving portion 
) service is, very properly, introduced. It 
its of seven petitions, which really contain 
prayer that man can utter. It also teaches 
cv to pray, for it instructs us to entreat first 
for the glory of God and the fulfilment of His 
ind when we have submitted our desires and 
3 entirely to Him, we then, and not before, 
jm of our wants. It is thus a model of all 
r. Seek, whenever you use this prayer, to do 
;h all your heart, and thus let it convc^y the 
ssion of your soul to God. 
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whom he hath done wrong ; or at least declare 
himself to be in full purpose so to do, as soon as 
he ronveniently may. 

If The same order shall the Curate use with those 
betwixt whom he perceiveth malice and hatred 
to reign ; not suffering them to be pHrtakers of 
the Lord's Table, until he know them to be re- 
conciled. And if one of the parties so at vari- 
ance be content to forgive from the bottom of his 
heart all that the other hath trespassed against 
him, and to make amends for that he himself 
hath offended ; and the other party will not be 
persuaded to a godly unity, but remain still in 
his frowardness and malice : the Minister in that 
case ought to admit the penitent person to the 
holy Communion, and not him that is obstinate. 
Provided that every Minister so repelling any, 
as is specified in this, or the next precedent Para- 
graph of this Kubrick shall be obliged to give 
an account of the same to the Ordinary within 
fourteen days after at the farthest. And the 
Ordinary shall proceed against the offending 
person according to the Canon. 

H The Table, at the Communion- time having a 
fair white linen cloth upon it, shall stand in the 
Pody of the Church, or in the Chancel, where 
Morning and Evening Prayer are appointed to 
be said. And the Priest standing at the North- 
side of the Table shall say the Lord's Prayer, 
with the Collect following, the people kneeling. 

[1] 

OTTR Father which, art in heaven, Hal- 
lowed be thy K^scia. '^>k^>knss?^^-^ 
come. Tky ^wi\i\>^ ^oi^a \^ ^«si^^ ^^^ 



Tbin Collect (which aats forolBanninB and parity) 
is well suited to the commencpment of the Holy 
Cumin union Benricc. For we all need pleiuieinK, 
and the uid of the Holy Spirit, ere we can rightly 
dcuw nuut to Chuibt's Holy Tulilfi. 
[») 

But why aKould the Ten Commandmenta he used 
in connection with the Lobu's Supper F A few 
trutha will teach us. Ist. The Ten Commaod' 
meats contain a!l prtctpl, just as I conceive the 
LoRn'a Prayer contuns all prayer, and the Sermoa 
on the Mount contains all principle. 8a that there 
is no duty nor precppt we owe to Gon or maa 
which is not found in the Ten ConimandmentB. 
2Qdly. The Ten Coram nndnipnta tell ua what they 
do tell ua, not ao much hecnuse Oon willed them 
to he what they are, as because Qon is whit Heis. 
They ara what they em) because Oon is what He 
is. Id fact OoD must cliiicge (which is iaipoaiublei 
" He eliangelh Hal "] bcfurc those coold be altered. 
Being eu^b, they are most ptecious oa the meana to 
teiioh you your duty. Thay ahow you to be a sinner. 
They make yoa feci your lost condition. But the 
loud thundeFB of " Smai " arc heard to echo on 
"Calvary" with the soothing worda, "It u 
Jtnitktd; " and yon learn thu value of CBRiar the 
falfillerof the lawfor you, by Iha requirements of the 
law wMch you have brotBD. Thos " TAe /ow ipai our 
SdiooUnaateT to bring us to Christ" ! It leads r 
to Him, (na the Schoolmasterofoldled the child 
school) as " tho end Dl'tlieliiw lor righteous nes 
every one that believeth." 
W 
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is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive them that trespass against 
us. And lead us not into temptation ; 
But deliver us from evil. Amen. 

The Collect. 

ALMIGHTY God, unto whom all hearts 
be open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid; Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration 
of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy 
Name ; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

% Then shall the Priest, turning to the people, 
rehearse distinctly all the TEN COMMAND- 
MENTS ; and the people still kneeling shall, after 
every Commandment, ask God mercy for their 
transgression thereof for the time past, and grace 
to keep the same for the time to come, as foUoweth. 

Minister, 

GOD spake these words, and said ; I am 
the Lord thy God : Thou shalt have 
none other gods but me. t^l 

People. Lord, have mercy upon us, and 
incline our hearts to keep this law. 

Minister. Thou shalt HLOt -a^svksk \Rk '^icj^- 
fieK any graveii imSb^^, Ti'crt ^^'sT^S^^'^^'^^ ^^ 
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[5] 

The second Commandment treats of external 

devotion, or worsliip ; and is full of teaching to us 

in the conduct of public or private wordiip. 



[6] 

The third Commandment inculcates reverence 
for the name of God and all things relating to 
-worship. It is highly needful in our days when 
there is little true reverence. 



L7] 

The fourth Commandment demands a reverence 

and observance of the Lord's day. It is plain that 

the early Christian Church kept it on the first day of 

the week, and that Jesus Christ taught that the 

true way of spending the day is " To do well.*' 

This is the golden rule concerning either the 

Jewish, or the Christian Sabbath. 
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anything that is in heaven above, or in 
the earth beneath, or in the water under 
the earth. [*] . Thou shalt not bow down to 
them, nor worship them : for I the Lord 
thy God am a jealous God, and visit the 
sins of the fathers upon the cliildren, unto 
the third and fourth generation of them 
that hate me, and shew mercy unto thou- 
sands in them that love me, and keep my 
commandments. 

People, Lord, have mercy upon us, and 
incline our hearts to keep this law. 

Minister, Thou shalt not take the Name 
of the Lord thy God in vain : for the 
Lord will not hold him guiltless, that 
taketh his Name in vain. t^l 

People, Lord, have mercy upon us, and 
incline our hearts to keep this law. 

[7] 

Minister, Remember that thou keep 
holy the Sabbath-day. Six days shalt 
thou labour, and do all that thou hast to 
do ; but the seventh day is the Sabbath of 
the Lord thy God. In it thou shalt do 
no manner of work, thou, and thy son, 
and thy daughter, thy man-servant, and 
thy maid-servant, tk^ ^^j^«^^ -^aSiu *^&^ 
stranger that ia m^i^aMl ^1 ^^^'^^^ ^^-^^sv 



8 COUNSELS FOR COMMUNICANTS. 



[8] 

The fifth Commandment requires obedience 
to parents and all that are in authority over us, 
and contains the foundation principles of adl society, 
social and political. 

[9] 

The sixth Commandment teaches Charity to all. 

Eegarded in its spirit and meaning, it is often 

broken by many who do not absolutely deprive 

another of life. 

The seventh Commandment, if obeyed in its spirit 
and fiill meaning, would promote Purity, Chastity, 
Temperance, and Modesty, and these in respect of 
company, manners, customs, dress, and behaviour. 
Society would be vastly improved by a hearty 
attention to it. 

[11] 

The eighth Commandment inculcates a due 

respect for property, and the promotion of justice, 

honesty, and equity. Many of tho customs of trade 

and of both buying and selling could not continue 

if it were carried out in integrity. 

[12] 

The ninth Commandment secures, if obeyed in all 
its fulness, a respect for truth. 
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six days tlie Lord made heaven and earth, 
the sea, andall that in them is, and rested 
the seventh day : wherefore the Lord 
blessed the seventh day, and hallowed it. 
People. Lord, have mercy upon us, and 
incline our hearts to keep this law. 

[8] 

Minister, Honour thy father and thy 
mother ; that thy days may be long in the 
land which the Lord thy God giveth thee. 

People. Lord, have mercy upon us, and 
incline our hearts to keep this law. 

Minister. Thou shalt do no murder, t^l 
People. Lord, have mercy upon us, and 
incline our hearts to keep this law. 

Minister, Thou shalt not commit 
adultery. tioj 

People. Lord, have mercy upon us, and 
incline our hearts to keep this law. 

Minister, Thou shalt not steal. f^^J 

People. Lord, have mercy upon us, and 
incline our hearts to keep this law. 

Minister, Thou shalt not bear false 
witness against thy neighbour. 1^^^^ 

People, Lord, have mercy xii^^jorc^^^^ss^^iSiw^ 
incline our teaA^ \)0 \fe^^ *OK^s»^»^ - 
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[13] 

The tenth Commandment requires us to be con- 
tent with 'such things as we have. 

[14] 

If we are true penitents, we shall regret our . 
fdns, and shall desire to keep the commands of God. 
But if we know tiiie plague of our own hearts we 
shall be sensible that Gon alone can write His 
laws within them. 

[15] 

It is an inspired and apostolical conunand thai 
*^ intercessions, prayers, and giving of thanks, 
should be made for all men, for kings and for all 
that are in authority," so that by God's gracious 
answers to these prayers, " we may lead a quiet 
iind peaceable life in all godliness and honesty/' 

It is owing, undoubtedly, to our attention to this 
command, th^t England has been remarkably free 
from revolutions, and has been so blessed as it has 
been in its ruling powers. Let us heartily use 
these prayers which refer to our l^Ionarch and to 
all in authority under her. 

The Communion Office is quite distinct from 
]Sioming Prayer, and though often used with it, 
there is no authority [save that of custom] for the 
practice. The custom arose from one clergyman 
being often obliged to minister in two Churches 
distant from each other, who could do this only 
by uniting the two services together. The Com- 
munion Office alone is a beautiful and perfect 
service. Prayer and praise, two select readings of 
Holy Scripture, (the Epistle and Gospel,) and 
preaching are ordered in it, so that it is a complete 
service in itself. It is in fact, the highest act of 
worship known on earth. 
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Minister. Thou Shalt not covet tlij 
neighbour's house, thou shalt not covet 
thy neighbour's wife, nor his servant, nor 
his maid, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any- 
thing that is his. i*^^ 

People, Lord, have mercy upon us, and 
write all these thy laws in our hearts, we 
beseech thee. t^*J 

% Then shall follow one of these two Collects for 
the Queen, the Priest standing as before, and 
saying, 

Let us pray, 

ALMIGHTY God, whose kingdom is 
everlasting, and power infinite ; Have 
mercy upon the whole Church ; and so rule 
theheartof thychosenServant VICTORIA, 
our Queen and Governour, that she (know- 
ing whose minister she is) may above all 
things seek thy honour and glory : and 
that we, and aU her subjects (duly con- 
sidering whose authority she hath) may 
faithfully serve, honour, and humbly obey 
her, in thee, and for thee, according to 
thy blessed Word and ordinance ; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who with thee 
and the Holy Ghost liveth and. t^v^c^<$i^^^ 
ever one God, woxld m^Q>OL\. ^"vi^- Aw.<i'>f>. 
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[16] 

Our wants are nearly alwaya the same, and 
therefore the same words of prayer are suitable 
day by day. Tet, in addition, we have on every 
returning Sunday, a fresh collect or prayer for use 
on that day, and throughout the " week " of which 
it is '* the first day." For the Christian b^ins 
his week with "The Lord's Day." The Old 
Testament dispensation ended the week with the 
Sabbath. The Old Testament hereby pointed to 
rest after labour. ' The Christian Sunday pointB 
rather to the believer gathering strength ina^ance 
for the week, and looking forward not to rest alone, 
but to renewed and increasing growth in grace. 
*•! was in the spirit on The LORD'S DAY" 
ought to be the experience of us aU. 

[17] 

You will often observe that the Gospel of the 
day tells you of something either said or done by 
Christ, which illustrates the doctrine of the 
Epistle, while the Collect gives you a " form of 
sound words" of "prayer" [Hosea xiv. 2; 
2 Tim. i. 13] by which you may ask for grace to 
do as the Epistle and Gospel direct you to do. 
The divisions of the Gospels and Epistles in the 
Communion Office are the best and oldest **Fara' 
graph Divisions " of the Bible in existence. 

It is an ancient custom for aU the people to stand 
at the reading of the Gospel, to mark our especial 
recognition of the fact, that in the Gospels we 
listen to the very words of Christ, or hear of His 
deeds. He seems, as it were, to be present with us, 
bpeaking or acting before us, and we stand with 
rererence to be taught by Him. 
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Or, 

ALMIGHTY and everlasting God, we 
are taught by thy holy Word, that 
the hearts of Kings are in thy rule and 
governance, and that thou dost dispose 
and turn them as it seemeth best to thy 
godly wisdom ; We humbly beseech thee 
so to dispose and govern the heart of 
VICTORIA thy Servant, our Queen and 
Govemour, that, in all her thoughts, words, 
and works, she may ever seek thy honour 
and glory, and study to preserve thy 
people committed to her charge, in 
wealth, peace, and godliness : Grant this, 
merciful Father, for thy dear Son's 
sake, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

f Then shall be said the Collect of the Day. [ 16] A nd 
immediately after the Collect the Priest shall 
read the Epistle, saying, The Epistle [or, The 
portion of Scripture appointed for the EpiatW] ie 

written in the Chapter of beginning at 

the Verse. And the Epistle ended, he shall 

say, Eere endeth the Epistle. Then shall he read 
the Gospel (the people all standing up) saying, 

The holy Gospel is written in the Chapter of 

. beginning at the Verse. [17] And the 

Gospel ended, shall be sung or said the Creed 
following, the people still standing, as before. 
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18] 

This creed is called the Nicene Creed, because 
nearly the whole of it was drawn up at Nice in 
Bithynia, in the year a.d. 326. One object of this 
creed was, and is, to keep out of the Church those 
who deny the Divinity and the Eternity of Christ. 
One " symbol " of our faith (one creed) is repeated 
with nearly every office in the Book of Common 
Prayer. 

It is used very fitly here, for at no time is the 
declaration of our faith more appropriate than 
when we celebrate the love of Christ Jesus, both 
God and man, in dying for us. 

The Church, with its usual happy administration 
of order and liberty, permits the Clergymen and 
Congregation to sing or to say this Creed, as 
seemeth best. But, in either case, the Creeds 
should be repeated by all, and with a feeling of 
joy and gratitude for the merciful truths asserted 
in them. Every one should utter the Creeds, 
solemnly thinking all the while of the blessed 
facts declared therein. 
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I BELIEVE in one God the Father Al- 
mighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 
And of all things visible and invisible ; 

And in on© Lord Jesus Christ, the odIj- 
begotten Son of God, Begotten of his 
Father before all worlds, God of God, 
Light of Light, Very God of very God, 
Begotten, not made, Being of one sub- 
etanoe with the Father ; By whom all 
things were made. Who for us men, and 
for our salvation camo down from heaven, 
And was incarnate by the Holy Ghost 
of the Virgin Mary, And was made man. 
And was crucified also for us under 
Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was 
buried. And the third day he rose again 
according to the Scriptures, And ascended 
into heaven, And sitteth on the right 
hand of the Father. And he shall come 
again with glory to judge both the quick 
and the dead : Whose kingdom shall have 
no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Ghost, The 
Lord and Giver of life, Who proceedeth 
from the Father and the Son, Who with 
the Father and the Son together is wor- 
shipped and glorified. Who spake by the 
Prophets. And I bel\^^^ <^t^^ ^^sJiCfe^sSvv^^ 
and Apostolick C\iUTe\L. "Y ^a.Rjss^^-^^^'^ 



This Gutirlc is ■eMom (I know not wherefara) 
Htrictl; obeyed. AccOTding to it, the Carate {*.«., 
the Viieat who bos tbo utire or cara of iohIb, 
Heb. xiii. 17,) should simply state, at tha coheIii- 
aion of the CreHd, that tbo Huly Commaotoa will 
be HdminiBtered upon Bomo appnrtunity then, ami 
there gpecifiod. The prtsonbed exbortatiuiu aim 
intended to bti rend after the sermon. 

There is do doubt thitt occordiug to this Rubric, 
Fonie of the sentences following, and tba Fi-ayer 
fur the ChDjch Militant, ought to be used, and 
a collectioil to bo mnde, every Suiidaj. 

It is Vf rj- lihely that wljeraver Ihia ordur were 
adopted with the nadisrsttinding and coDcnrrenco 
(if tbo Farishioiiera, it would prove the best way of 
colleeting' fbr all Che many obireta for which coliOC- 
tiona are made ou many Sundays now. The eipe- 
lience of many parishes, tends to oouGna tbia. 



[20] 

Here is the wbole socret of " good works," such 
"as are pleasing and auM>ptable to Gun." [8es 
Article lii,] They are to be sean of men, but so 
seen, as to cause the bcholdoiB to glorify (oot yon, 
bnt) your Heavenly Father who caused you to do 



This doaa not forbid all proper prudence aa4 
forethought ; but warns you against " setting your 
affliction on things bulow, for whote your treaauiB 
isj ihuFo TfiTfj-our heart be also." 
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one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
And I look for the Besurrection of the 
dead, And the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 

[19] 

U Then the Curate shall declare unto the people 
"what Holy-dayp, or Fasting-days, are in the 
Week following to be observed. And then also 
(if occasion be) shall notice be given of the Com- 
munion ; and Biiefs, Citations, and Excommuni- 
cations read. And nothing shall be proclaimed 
or published in the Church, during the time of 
Divine Service, but by the Minister : nor by him 
anything, but what is prescribed in the Rules of 
this Book, or enjoined by the Queen, or by the 
Ordinary of the place. 

f Then shall follow the Sermon, or one of the 
Homilies already set forth, or hereafter to be set 
forth, by authority. 

U Then shall the Priest return to the Lord's Table, 
and begin the Offertory, saying one or more of 
these sentences following, as he thinketh most 
convenient in his discretion. 

LET your light so shine before men, 
that they may see your good works, 
and glorify your Father which is in hea- 
ven. St. Matth. V. [20] 
Lay not up for yourselves treasure upon 
the earth ; where the rust and moth doth, 
corrupt, and where thie>N^^\5^t^^^s-*^^ox'^^'^ 
and steal : but lay ml^ Iot^onsx^'^^^^^'^'^;^ 




[2S] This ia a golden rule, eanr fai be ramemband, 
and constant in it» ■ppliM'billty, but macb grsoe !■ 
nosded to pat it into conetant piactioe. 

[^IDonottbiukit iienonghtobe Tsgnlu'aiid do- 
vout in yODi attendance at the Henae of Qon. 
Tbis is right and proper, but if yon wonld enter 
the Kingdom of Heaven jon moat do aa well aa 
j.rq/>M. 

('^4} Zaccbieus the pablican gave a good proof of 
sincere repentance. He had probably wronged 
many, sad now " to the nttermoat of bia power he 
nmkea restitution and satisbctioD to all thoae 
whom he had wronged." 

[^i] This passage is introduced because, formerly, 
aome, if not many, of the clergy were supported 
(more or Itss) by a portion of the monov colleot«d 
at the Offertory. This portion ia called in the 
]lubric " l!it other divotioni of the people," and of 
rourse these are not collected escept it be known 
thcit they are to be applied to the support of the 
CIgi^. In many places, where the endowment ia 
small, it soems well that money should be collected 
at the Offertory once or twice in every year, and 
invested to increase the endowment, or paid to the 
rlergyman. 

i^i^lThe same remarks apply to this sentence. The 
clovity are, in many places, very poorly supported. 
Whore this is the case, Easter OffennRB, and occa- 

"I'on/i/ OffcrlorioB inight fauh' be used to eularc 
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sures in heaven ; where neither rust nor 
moth doth corrupt, and where thieves do 
not break through and steal. St. Matth. vi. 

Whatsoever ye would that men should 
do unto you, even so do unto them ; for 
this is the Law and the Prophets. St, 
Matth, vii. [^2] 

Not every one that saith unto me. Lord, 
Lord, shall enter into the Kingdom of 
heaven ; but he that doeth the will of my 
Father which is in heaven. S. Matth. vii. ^23] 

Zacchseus stood forth, and said unto the 
Lord, Behold, Lord, the haK of my goods 
I give to the poor ; and if I have done 
any wrong to any man, I restore fourfold. 
St, Luke xix. f24] 

Who goeth a warfare at any time of his 
own cost ? Who planteth a vineyard, and 
eateth not of the fruit thereof ? Or who 
feedeth a flock, and eateth not of the milk 
of the flock ? 1 Cor. ix. ^ t25] 

If we have sown unto you spiritual 
things, it is a great matter if we shall reap 
your worldly things ? 1 Cor, ix. t-^^3 

Do ye not know, that they who minis- 
ter about holy things live of the sacrifice ; 
and they who wait at the altar ax^ '^^^cs.- 
takers with tke alX.SLT'l l^-q^^ ^'c. ^^^^^ "^^1^ 
Lord also ordained, \k^\,^^l ^^^^^^^ 



cocmau *0B oolufUHiunR. 



fcmiliea, bat aid them ri tha nuniiten of OHnnr. 
An ocOAsiomtl Offertorr to enlarge the endowment 
Beemi to be much needed in many Chniobiea. 

im Two groat trntha are anerted here. One, Out 
you should Dive tarftlg of what mean* you pooaen. 
The other, that jou should do this ehttrJiUly. 

[W] Again yon 
jmote the c 
"0 TOQ doing yoQj' ahofe ia this ? 

[Ml Ton are reminded here thnt the (leason for doing 
good will not remain for ever. Tou are also 
informed what is tl^e Christian rule of beneTolanoa. 
It is " Do Bome ;tood to -all. but especially attend 
to the wants of them that are of the household of 
faith." 

fS'l This teaches yott that no riches are of ula to ub ■ 
unless we aie also imbued with a contented spirit. 
Kiches are a talent, for which the poaBosBora ars 
responsible to God. 

[32] If cTery one used hia means aright, we should 
not loQg have to deplore the want of <JiurcheB, or 
t3 of livings, or the need of more Uia- 
ongst the heiithen, 



TUB BOLT COMMUNION. 21 

the Gospel should live of the Gospel. 
1 Cor. ix. [27] 

He that soweth little shall reap little ; 
and he that soweth plenteously shall reap 
plenteously. Let every man do according 
as he is disposed in his heart, not grudg- 
ingly, or of necessity ; for God loveth a 
cheerful giver. 2 Cor. ix. [28] 

Let him that is taught in the Word 
minister unto him that teacheth, in all 
good things. Be not deceived, God is not 
mocked : for whatsoever a man soweth 
that shall he reap. Gal. vi. [^9] 

While we have time, let us do good unto 
all men ; and specially unto them that are 
of the houshold of faith. Gal. vi. cso] 

Godliness is great riches, if a man be 
content with that he hath ; for we brought 
nothing into the world, neither may we 
carry any thing out. I Ttm. vi. [^i] 

Charge them who are rich in this world, 
that they be ready to give, and glad to 
distribute ; laying up in store for them- 
selves a good foundation against the time 
to come, that they may attain eternal life. 
1 Tim. vi. [32] 

God is not unrighteous, that he '^k^XL 
forget your works, asi^ \^c>^i::t "^s^a^ ^'^' «, 
ceedeth of lo^e •, ^\ii^V \En'6 ^^ ^^ 



MrxrcANTS. 

b let mo take care that 
3 — and that it is con- 
)f having ministered^ 



this said, but because 

hing question. Rich 
me with faithfulness, 
be relieved from ten>- 
'ss, if it were attended 
would bo built and 
.rded this sentence. 

from the Apocrypha, 
to be followed. 

> liberality. 

romise which may well 



ii. 
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sliewed for his Name's sake, who have 
ministered unto the saints, and yet do 
minister. Heh. vi. ^^^^ 

To do good, and to distribute, forget 
not ; for with such sacrifices God is well 
pleased. Heh. xiii. t^'*^ 

Whoso hath this world's good, and 
seeth his brother have need, and shutteth 
up his compassion from him, how dwelleth 
the love of God in him ? 1 St, John iii. t^^^ 

Give alms of thy goods, and never turn 
thy face from any poor man ; and then the 
face of the Lord shall not be turned away 
from thee. ToUt iv. t^^l 

Be merciful after thy power. If thou 
hast much, give plenteously : if thou hast 
little, do thy diligence gladly to give of 
that little : for so gatherest thou thyself a 
good reward in the day of necessity. 
Tohit iv. i:3<5] 

He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth 
unto the Lord : and look, what he layeth 
out, it shallbepaidhim again. Frov. xix.t^^^ 

Blessed be the man that provideth for 
the sick and needy : the Lord shall de- 
liver him in the time of trouble. Pa. xli. ^38] 

IT Whilst these Seixteivc^'ft ^^^ \^ ^^'feSis^"^^ '^^^ 
Deacons, ChuxcV^ot^e^^. ^^ ^'^^'^ '^^T^'^ 
appointed ior OmX, ^^vx^Q^^> ^^'^ ^^ 
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[40] 

According to this Bubrio, the Bread and Wine 
should not be placed on the Holy Table until now. 
Up to this time they have been upon a side table, 
or " Credenoe-Table," from which the Priest is 
directed now to take them. Attention to ihisis 
no party matter, for it is simply an act of obedience 
to the Church and her printed directions. 



C41] 

This most comprehensiye Prayer is well suited 
to the occasion. Cheist's Church on earth is a 
fighting or militant Church; << wrestling: against 
principalities and powers, and spiritual wickedness 
in high places." And since, ** if one member of 
the Church suffer, all the members suffer with it; or 
one member rejoice, all the members rejoice with 
it/' so this Prayer fully recognizes these truths in 
the words which compose it. 
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Alms for the Poor, and other devotions of the 
people, in a decent bason to be proviled by the 
Farish for that purpose ; and reverently bring it 
to the Priest, who shall humbly present and 
place it upon the holy Table. 

H And when there is a Communion, the Priest 
shall then place upon the Table so much Bread 
and Wine, as he shall think sufficient. C^^J 

After which done^ the Priest shall say. 

Let us pray for the whole state of Christ's 
Churcli militant here in earth. 

[41] 

ALMIGHTY and overliving God, who 
by thy holy Apostle has taught us to 
make prayers, and gupplications, and to 
give thanks, for all men ; We humbly 
• iftherebeno hoseoch theo most mercifully 
amu or obia- [^toaccept our almsand oblations, 
jKtd/^fof and"] to receive these our 
accepting our pravers, which we offer unto 

alms and ODla- fi t-v • -»«■ • ^ -i. t 

tions] be left thy Di Vine Maj osty ; beseech- 
out unsaid. ^^ ^j^^q ^q inspire continually 

the universal Church with the spirit of 
truth, unity, and concord : And grant, 
that all they that do confess thy holy 
Name may agree in the truth of thy holy 
Word, and live in unity, and godly love. 
We beseech thee also to save and defend 
all Christian Elii^^, ^xm'Ji.^^, ^sssSs.^^'^'^^^-" 
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[42] 

The teim * Cniates ' here means all Priests and 
Doaoons to whom a cure or care of souls is in any 
degree committed. Ohsenre that we are taught to 
pray both that they may set forth God*b life-^ving 
word by their Hfe ana teaching, and also n|[htly 
and duly administer His Holy SacramentB. Neither 
oaght to be neglected. 



[43] 

Here, assuredly, Ihose who desire our prayers 
should be remembered. 



[44] 

For we are taught to " be followers of them who 
through faith and patience inherit the promises." 
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ours : and specially thy Servant VIC- 
TORIA our Queen; that under her we 
may be godly and quietly governed : And 
grant unto her whole Council, and to all 
that are put in authority under her, that 
they may truly and indifferently minister 
justice to the punishment of wickedness 
and vice, and to the maintenance of thy 
true religion, and virtue. Give grace, 
heavenly Father, to all Bishops C^2] and 
Curates, that they may both by their life 
and doctrine set forth thy true and lively 
Word, and rightly and duly administer 
thy holy Sacraments: And to all thy 
people give thy heavenly grace ; and 
especially to this congregation here pre- 
sent ; that, with meek heart and due reve- 
rence, they may hear, and receive thy 
holy Word ; truly serving thee in holiness 
and righteousness all the days of their 
life. And we most humbly beseech thee 
of thy goodness, Lord, to comfort and 
succour all them, who in this transitory 
life are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, 
or any other adversity. C^s] And we also bless 
thy holy Name for all thy servants de- 
parted this life in thy faith and fear ; be- 
seeching thee to ^iN^ ^\a» ^^a^^^ '^<5i\s5»*^^^!^'^ 
their good exam^V^^.^^"^ ^"^^ ^SJ^^^^^^ 
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hen either of the Exhortations is being read, 
should carefully consider how far it applies 

you, and you should endeavour to fulfil the 

msel given in them. 

£ have sometimes heard persons in a congrega- 
)n whispering the Exhortation after the Clergy- 
an. I have especially noticed this with regard 
) the Exhortation at Morning and Evening 
'rayer, beginning " Dearly beloved brethren," &c., 
lut a moment's reflection shows the impropriety of 
o doing. These Exhortations are addressed to the 
)eople, and should be listened to, and not repeated 
)y them. I'hero would be as much reason in 
epeating the sermon after the preacher. In these 
^Exhortations, various terms are used concerning 
his Holy Supper. One term justifies the expres- 
ion, " The administration of the Sacrament of the 
)ody and blood of Christ;" another, " The Holy 
Communion;" another, '*The celebration of the 
jOUd's Supper," and "This Holy Supper." It is 
ilso to be observed that they both exhort the 
icarer to a reception of the Lord's Supper, and 
lot merely to be present at its celebration. This 
s, as a general rule, the right and proper way. 
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may be partakers of thy heavenly king- 
dom : Grant this, Father, for Jesus 
Christ's sake, our only Mediator and 
Advocate. Amen, 

f When the Minister giveth warning for the cele- 
bration of the holy Communion, (which he shall 
always do upon the Sunday, or some Holy-day, 
immediately preceding,) after the Sermon or 
Homily ended, he shaU read this Exhortation 
following. [45] 

DEAELY beloved, on day next I 
purpose, through God's assistance, to 
administer to all such as shall be reli- 
giously and devoutly disposed the most 
comfortable Sacrament of the Body and 
Blood of Christ ; to be by them received 
in remembrance of his meritorious Cross 
and Passion; whereby alone we obtain 
remission of our sins, and are made par- 
takers of the Kingd om of heaven. Where- 
fore it is our duty to render most humble 
and hearty thanks to Almighty God our 
heavenly Father, for that he hath given 
his Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, not 
only to die for us, but also to be our 
spiritual food and sustenance in that holy 
Sacrament. Which being so divine and 
comfortable a thing to them "wha -t^^'^c^^ 
it worthily, and ao d'asl^^xQ>^x^\»<^*^^sc^.*^is2^^^ 
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The recommendation given here to examine your 
life by the rule of God*b commandments is a wise 
one, and profitable to follow. It will lead you to 
value Christ's atonement, and Christ's work for 
you, and will lead you to a longing and an 
endeavour to live a holier life. ** How shall we, 
that are dead to sin, live any longer therein F" 
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will presume to receive it unworthily ; my 
duty is to exhort you in the mean season 
to consider the dignity of that holy 
mystery, and the great peril of the un- 
worthy receiving thereof ; and so to search 
and examine your own consciences, (and 
that not liglitly, and after the manner of 
dissemblers with God ; but so) that ye may 
come holy and clean to such a heavenly 
Feast, in the marriage-garment required 
by God in holy Scripture, and be received 
as worthy partakers of that holy Table. 
The way and means thereto is ; First, 
to examine your lives and conversations by 
the rule of God's commandments ;t^^3 and 
whereinsoever ye shall perceive yourselves 
to have offended, either by will, word, or 
deed, there to bewail your own sinfulness, 
and to confess yourselves to Almighty 
God, with full purpose of amendment of 
life. And if ye shall perceive your 
offences to be such as are not only against 
God, but also against your neighbours ; 
then ye shall reconcile yourselves unto 
them ; being ready to make restitution 
and satisfaction, according to the utter- 
most of your powers, for all injuries and. 
wrongs done by you. to ^"k^ ^*^^rt\ 'wj^^Ss^ 
being likewise xead.^ to lox^^ ^^s^^-^^^ 



Bl.""" 












, leave i^ 
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that have offended you, as ye would have 
forgiveness of your offences at God's hand : 
for otherwise the receiving of the holy 
Communion doth nothing else but increase 
your damnation. Therefore if any of you 
be a blasphemer of Q-od, an hinderer or 
slanderer of his Word, an adulterer, or 
be in malice, or envy, or in any other griev- 
ous crime, repent you of your sins, or else 
come not C*^] to that holy Table ; lest, after 
the taking of that holy Sacrament, the 
devil enter into you, as he entered into 
Judas, and fill you full of all iniquities, 
and bring you to destruction both of body 
and soul. 

And because it is requisite, that no man 
should come to the holy Communion, but 
with a full trust in God's mercy, and with 
a quiet conscience ; therefore if there be 
any of you, who by this means cannot 
quiet his own conscience herein, but re- 
quireth further comfort or counsel, let him 
come to me, or to some other discreet and 
learned Minister of God's "Word, and 
open his grief; that by the ministry of 
God's holy Word he may receive the 
benefit of absolution, together with 
ghostly counsel and ad^\.Q.<^, \siS^^ ^^^^^^^^^^ 
ing of his couacieTi^ie, «>x^^ w^o^Ss^s^*^^^ 
scruple and d.o^xb^.Misxft^^^'^'^ 
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[49] 



Observe that the Celebration is the act of the 
Priest, and he is bidden to exhort you to come 
thereto, and communicate. It is your Privilege 
and Wisdom to do so. 

This Exhortation is intended to rouse the in- 
different to a state of spiritual activity. If the 
Holy Communion be a thing of no consequence, 
let it be put for ever away ; but if it be of con- 
sequence, No one can be wise to neglect it. 
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IT Or, in case he shall see the people negligent to 
come to the holy Communion, instead of the 
former, he shall use this Exhortation. 

[49] 

DEAELY Leloved bi'etlu'en, on 
I intend, by God's grace, to celebrate 
the Lord's Supper : unto wliicli, in God's 
behalf, I bid you all that are here present; 
and beseech you, for the Lord Jesus 
Christ's sake, that ye will not refuse to 
come thereto, being so lovingly called and 
bidden by God himself. Ye know how 
grievious and unkind a thing it is, when 
a man hath prepared a rich feast, decked 
his table with all kind of provision, so 
that there lacketh nothing but the guests 
to sit down ; and j'^et they who are called 
(without any cause) most unthankfully 
refuse to come. Which of you in such a 
case would not be moved ? Who would 
not think a great injury and wrong done 
unto him ? Wherefore, most dearly be- 
loved in Christ, take ye good heed, 
lest ye, withdrawing yourselves from this 
holy Supper, provoke God's indignation 
against you. It is an easy matter for a 
man to say, I will not communicate, be- 
cause I am otherwise laisAsss?^^^ ^^r>i55«v 
worldly busineaa. ^w\. ^^^O^^ otssn^s^'^ '^^'^ 
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[50] 

It is astonishing tliat any thoaghtM penoB oaa 
hear such arguments as these and remain unafiTected 
by them. 

Although other Commentaries haye been offered 
upon the Saviour's Parable here quoted, the remark 
appears a just one, that all these excuses were false. 
The buyer of a farm sees it before he buys it. A 
purchaser of oxen for labour tries them before he 
bargains for them, and a good husband will bring 
his wife with him. What blessings are lost by 
husbands and wives through lack of recognizing 
that they are " Heirs together of the grace of Life.*' 

The Ministers of the Church ought to pray to 
God on behalf of their flocks, for the purpose 
indicated in the final paragraph of this Exhortation. 
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not SO easily accepted and allowed before 
God. If any man say, I am a grievous 
sinner, and therefore am afraid to come : 
wherefore then do ye not repent and 
amend ? When God calleth you, are yo 
not ashamed to say ye will not come? 
When ye should return to God, will ye 
excuse yourselves, and say ye are not 
ready? Consider earnestly with your- 
selves how little such feigned excuses will 
avail before God. They that refused the 
feast in the Gospel, because they had 
bought a farm, or would try their yokes 
of oxen, or because they were married, 
were not so excused, but counted un- 
worthy of the heavenly feast, t^^^ I, for my 
part, shall be ready; and, according to 
mine Office, I bid you in the Name of 
God, I call you in Christ's behalf, I ex- 
hort you, as ye love your own salvation, 
that ye will be partakers of this holy 
Communion. And as the Son of God did 
vouchsafe to yield up his soul by death 
upon the Cross for your salvation ; so it is 
your duty to receive the Communion in 
remembrance of the sacrifice of his death, 
as he himself hath commanded : which 
if ye shall neglect to do^ coT^<&vi5^'t ^^r^isfew 
jonrselves tow gre>sc\, m^^ix^ i^^^ ^^ -^^si^ 
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[51] 

As I infer from the Rubric, the Commimicants 
should now gather together, within, or near unto 
the chancel and nare, or such parts of the Church 
as are roost conyenient for participating in the 
service. All Non-Communicants are now supposed 
to withdraw.* Yet with what sorrowful thoughts 
ought CTery one who Air^»^iMi//y withdraws from 
the Lord's Table, to do so ! For eyer^ person old 
enough for Confirmation (and in the judgment of 
the Church he is old enough so soon as he can say 
the Creed, the Lobd's Praver, and the Ten Com- 
mandments, and has been rorther instructed in tiie 
Church Catechism,) who habitually abstains from 
the Holy Communion, distinctly disobeys a yeiy 
plain command and a very loving request of 
Christ Jesus. And in doing this I suppose he is 
influenced (1) by indifference, or (2) by dread of 
the world, or (3) by a conscientious perception of 
his unfitness while living inconsistently. If by 
indifference, his state is fearful, for he is trifling 
with salvation ; if by dread of the world, his state 
is fearful, for Christ will be ashamed of him ; if by 
a perception of his unfitness, his state is fearful, for 
he is condemned of himself. 



* In the early Churcli none but Communicants wr 
allowed to be present. No object appears to be gained 
tAe presence of iVb/z-Oomniunicants, and the 25th Ar 
seems to forbid it. At the Bome time there may \>ft 
occasions when to forbid their presence might iXQt\)eaL^ 
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God, and how sore punisliinent hangetli 
over your heads for the same ; wlien ye 
wilfully ahstain from the Lord's Table, 
and separate from your brethen, who como 
to feed on the banquet of that most 
heavenly food. These tilings if ye ear- 
nestly consider, ye will hj God's grace 
return to a better mind : for the obtain- 
ing whereof we shall not cease to make 
our humble petitions unto Almighty God 
our heavenly Father. 

f At the time of the celebration of the Communion, 
the Communicants being conveniently placed for 
the receiving of the holy Sacrament, the Priest 
shall say this Exhortation. [5i] 

DEAELY beloved in the Lord, ye that 
mind to come to the holy Communion 
of the Body and Blood of our Saviour 
Christ, must consider how Saint Paul ex- 
horteth all persons diligently to try and 
examine themselves, before they presume 
to eat of that Bread, and drink of that 
Cup. For as the benefit is great, if with 
a true penitent heart and lively faith we 
receive that holy Sacrament ; (for then we . 
spiritually eat the flesh of Christ, and 
drink his blood ; then we dwell in Ghri&t^ 
and Christ iviu» *, \?^ ^it^ ^^'^ ^^iis^^c^hsx^^^- 
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ssage of Scripture is more misunderstood 

s. It does not mean that the man who par- 

iworthily eats and drinks his everlasting 

misery, hut that he then and there con- 

himself of carelessness and irreverence.; 

isceming the Lokd's Body." He forms 

an estimate of the Lord's Supper. 

ughout the New Testament (and in the Old 

tent-references to the Passover the remark 

)plies) no one is deterred from coming to 

Communion, but is invited and urged to come. 

n in S. Pali's address, i Cor. xi., 27, 28, He 

ot advise the man who is in danger of eating 

^ — A an of doing himself a moral 
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and Christ with us;) so is tlie danger 
great, if we receive the same unworthily. C^^l 
For then we are guilty of the Body and 
Blood of Christ our Saviour ; we eat and 
drink our own damnation, not considering 
the Lord's Body; we kindle God's wrath 
against us ; we provoke him to plague 
us with divers diseases, and sundry kinds 
of death. [53] Judge therefore yourselves, 
brethren, that ye be not judged of the 
Lord ; repent you truly for your sins past ; 
have a lively and stedfast faith in Christ 
our Saviour ; amend your lives, and be in 
perfect charity with all men ; so shall ye be 
meet partakers of those holy mysteries. 
And above all things ye must give most 
humble and hearty thanks to God, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, for 
the redemption of the world by the death 
and passion of our Saviour Christ, both 
God and man ; who did humble himself, 
even to the death upon the Cross, for us, 
miserable sinners, who lay in darkness 
and the shadow of death ; that he might 
make us the children of God, and exalt 
us to everlasting life. And to the end 
that we should alway remember the ex- 
ceeding great love of owx \L^'?^'s^^ "ssSiw 
onlj Saviour, Je^ms. ^^xtv^V, *^i^^ M^*^ 
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)mely for the upright. 



it now proceeds to describe the character 

iO are fit to receive the Holy Communion. 

inlessness, but repentance; not a past 

e, but a present serious resolution. They 

/ repent and heaitily desire to live better 

look for comfort through Christ, are the 

IS to approach Christ's Holy Table. 



1 you make this confession, try to do so 
, thinking upon your sins, and endeavour- 
oU all the burden of your transgressions 
im Who " His own self bare our sins in His 
iy on the tree." Every one is distinctly 
i to kneel on this occasion. Well would it 
eople invariably knelt in prayer (except 
s at the side of a pi'ave, it is almost impos- 
The cKample of Christ and of all Nev 
ent Christians, as w^ll as of Old Testamer 
would lead every one to kneel reverent) 
heir knees in prayer. Solomon, Davi 
S. Stephen, S. Paul, S. Luke, and 
ompany, all kneeled when they prayr 
Christ kneeled when Ho prayed. Alwf 
Lnecl upon your knees, when you w« 
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for 118, and the iniiumeral>le Lenefits wliieli 
by his precious "blood- Bhedcling he hath 
ohiained to us; he hath instituted and 
ordained holy mysteries, as pledges of 
his love, and for a continual remem- 
brance of his death, to our great and 
endless comfort. To him therefore, with 
the Father and the Holy Ghost, let us 
give (as we are most bounden) continual 
thanks ;C^] submitting ourselves wholly 
to his holy will and pleasure, and study 
ing to serve him in true holiness and 
righteousness all the days of oiu* life. Amen, 

•H Then shall the Priest say to them that come to 
receive the holy Communion, [55] 

YE that do truly and earnestly repent 
you of your sins, and are in love and 
charity with youi* neighbours, and intend 
to lead a new life, following the com- 
mandments of God, and walking from 
hencefoiih in his holy ways ; Draw near 
with faith, and take this holy Sacrament 
to your comfort ; and make your humble 
confession to Almighty God, meekly 
kneeling upon your knees. 

H Then shall this general Confession be made, in 
the name of all those that are minded to receive 
the holy Communion, by one of the M-\s»^'*s«^n 
both he and all tii© ^^o^^ Vxife€^im!^^^5M^^ -oc^'^sa. 
their knees, \^^ au^ «a.^m^. 
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[571 

Every one ought to endeavour to make this Con- 
fession most humbly and most heartily. 



The form of Absolution has been objected 
to by some well-meaning people. They will be 
greatly surprised, perhaps, to learn that even the 
Presbyterians, in the 30th chapter of their *' Con- 
fession of Faith," declare that "the Lord Jesus, 
as King and Head of His Church, hath therein 
u])]^ointed a government, in the hand of Church 
olUceis, distinct from the civil magistrate. To 
these officers the keys of the kingdom of heaven 
are committed ; by virtue whereof they have 
power respectively, to retain and remit sins ; to 
shut that kingdom against the impenitent, both by 
the word and censures ; and to open it unto peni- 
tent sinners, by the ministry of the Gospel, and by 
absolution from censures, as occasion shall require." 
Our Saviour, when He said "Whosesoever sins ye 
remit, they are remitted," &c., can hardly be 
thought to have given an unconditional power of 
absolution, even to the Apostles. Their subsequent 
acts become the best interpretation of the commis- 
sion granted to them, and through them to the 
rightly ordained ministers of the Church now. 
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ALMIGHTY God, Father of our Lord 
Jesus Clirist, Maker of all things, 
Judge of all men ; We acknowledge and be- 
wail our manifold sins and wickedness. 
Which we, from time to time, most griev- 
ously have committed, By thought, word, 
and deed. Against thy Divine Majesty, 
Provoking most justly thy wrath and in- 
dignation against us. We do earnestly i^"^"^ 
repent, And are heartUy sorry for these our 
misdoings ; The remembrance of them is 
grievous unto us ; The burden of them is 
intolerable. Have mercy upon us, Have 
mercy upon us, most merciful Father ; 
For thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ* s 
sake, Forgive us all that is past; And 
grant that we may ever hereafter Serve 
and please thee In newness of life, To 
the honour and glory of thy Name ; 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

IF Then shall the Priest (or the Bishop, heing 
present,) stand up, and turning himself to the 
people, pronounce this Ahsolution. [^8] 

ALMIGHTY God, our heavenly Father, 
who of his great mercy hath promised 
forgiveness of sins to all them that with 
hearty repentance and true faith. l\s3ca.^sis>i5jQ» 
him ; Have moxc^ u^oTi^Qi>OLS ^^ct^^^'^siSi- 
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[59] 



That commission IB ever the same, fu.— *<to 
declare and pronounce to God's people, being 
penitent, the absolution and remission of l^eir 
Eiins." Of course this declaration is conditional 
upon the people being penitent ; just as it was in 
the time of the Aposues. 



[60] 



These are well termed "comfortable words,*' and 
agree with the Absolution just before uttered by 
the PricHt. Listen to them, and hear them as 
addressed to you in particular. 



[61] 



Who need despair so long as these four verses 
sound forth from God's Word ? 



THE HOLY COmCUNION. 47 

deliver you from all your sins ; confirm 
and strengthen you in all goodness ; and 
bring you to everlasting life ; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen, t5»] 

% Then shall the Priest say. 

Hear what comfortable words our Saviour 
Christ saith unto all that truly turn to 
him. l60] . 

COME unto me all that travail and are 
heavy laden, and I will refresh you. 
St. Matt xi. 28. 

So God loved the world, that he gave 
his only-begotton Son, to the end that all 
that believe in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life. St. John iii. 16. 

Hear also what Saint Paid saith. 

This is a true saying, and worthy of all 
men to be received, That Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners. 
1 Tim. i. 15. 

Hear also what Saint John saith. 

If any man sin, we have an Advocate 
with the Father, Jesus Christ the right- 
eous ; and he is the propitiatioiL fee ^s^^ss^ 
sins. 1 Si. John li. 1. ^^^ 
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[62] 



Well may we *'lift up out Iiearts** after Usteniiig* 
to Buch mercifol and gracioaB tidings. This short 
form of praise has heen in use in ttie liturgies of 
Antioch, GsBsarea, Constantinople, Borne, Afrioa, 
Gaul, and Spain, for very man^ centuries ; indeed, 
it is probable that it has been m use since the first 
century of the Christian Church. 



[63] 



We must remember that the Lort)*8 8upper is 
« The Eucharist ' ' (that is, is a solemn act of tmmks^ 
giving, as well as of communion), and these words 
agree to this Euchari^tical idea. So Christ Jksub 
gaye thanks at the original institution. 



r/> J -I 

And we are taught that Some cease not day and 
night saying "Holy, Hfjly, Holy, Lokd God 

Almighty," 
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% After which the Priest shall proceed, saying, 

Lift up your hearts. 
Answer, We lift tliem up unto the 
Lord. 

Priest Let us give thanks unto our 
Lord God. 

Answer. It is meet and right so to do. t^^] 

H Then shall the Priest turn to the Lord's Table, 
and say. 

IT is very meet, right, and our bounden 
duty, that we should at all times, and 
in all places, give thanks unto thee, O 
Lord, *floly Father, Almighty, Everlast- 
ing God. L^3] 

* These words [JJo^y Father] must be omitted on 

Triniti/'Sundap. 

% Here shall follow the Proper Preface, accord- 
ing to the time, if there be any specially ap- 
pointed : or else immediately shall follow. 

THEREFOEE with Angels and Arch- 
angels, and with all the company of 
heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious 
Name ; evermore praising thee, and say- 
ing. Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts, 
heaven and earth are full of thy glory : 
Gloiy be to thee, Lord mo^t Hx^. 
Amen. ^*^ 
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[65] 



Of all methods of measuring the lapse of time, 
none is so sweet and seemly for the Christian as 
that of noting, every year, the great events of our 
Saviour's life on earth. Hence the Church Calen- 
dar is full of pious lessons, and here in these pro- 
per Prefaces we are taught to commemorate some 
of the most precious events connected with Christ's 
history. 



[66] 



Commemoration of the Incarnation of the Son 
of God when he hecame also Son of man. 



[67] 



A Commemoration of the Resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the Dead. Jesus is the very or true 
Paschal or Passover Lamb ; for all that the Paschal 
Lamb typified, Ho, the Lamb slain from the founda- 
tion of the world hath fulfilled. 



[68] 

A Commemoration of the Ascension of Jesus 
Chkist forty days after Easter Day (Holy Thurs- 
day) , with a touching declaration of His purposes 
wv/A regard, to us. 
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PEOPEE PEEFACES. t^s] 

Upon Christmas-Day f and seven days after. [66] 

BECAUSE thou didst give Jesus 
Christ thine only Son to be bom as 
at this time for us ; who, by the operatiou 
of the Holy Ghost, was made very man 
of the substance of the Virgin Mary his 
mother ; and that without spot of sin, to 
make us clean from all sin. Therefore 
with Angels, 8fc. 

Upon Easier 'Lay, and seven days after. [67] 

BUT chiefly are we bound to praise thee 
for the glorious Eesurrection of thy 
Son Jesus Christ our Lord : for he is 
the very Paschal Lamb, which was ofiered 
for us, and hath taken away the sin of the 
world ; who by his death hath destroyed 
death, and by his rising to life again 
hath restored to us everlasting life. There- 
fore with Angels, 8fc, 

Upon Ascension-Lay, and seven days after. [68] 

THEOUGH thy most dearly beloved 
Son Jesus Christ our Lord ; who after 
his most glorious Eesurrection manifestly 
appeared to all his Apostles, and in their 
sight ascended up into heaven to prepare 
a place for us ; that where K^ v^^^fcSCss.^ 
we might also aBceu^, ^civ^^^v^s^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
in glory. TteTotoxe V^^^iN^ K^'^^^^ ^""^ 
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[69] 



A Commemoration of the day when the Lai 
was given on Mount Sinai, and of the same da; 
when the Holy Spirit wrote the Law on the heart 
of the members of the Church. 



[70] 



A Commemoration of the mystery of the God 
head which we are all bound to believe, for other 
wise we cannot comprehend the grace of our Lob] 
Jesus Christ, or the love of God, orthefeUowshi] 
of the Holy Ghost. 
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Upon Whit-Sunday^ and six days after. [69] 

THROUGH Jesus Christ our Lord; 
according to whose most true promise, 
the Holy Ghust came down as at this 
time from heaven with a sudden great 
sound, as it had been a mighty wind, in 
the likeness of fiery tongues, lighting 
upon the Apostles, to teach them, and to 
lead them to all truth ; giving them both 
the gift of divers languages, and also 
boldness with fervent zeal constantly to 
preach the Gospel unto all nations ; where- 
by we have been brought out of darkness 
and error into the clear light and true 
knowledge of thee, and of thy Son 
Jesus Christ. Therefore with Angels, 8fe. 

Upon the Feast of Trinity only. [70] 

WHO art one God, one Lord ; not one 
only Person, but three Persons in 
one Substance. For that which we believe 
of the glory of the Father, the same we 
believe of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost, without any difference or in- 
equality. Therefore with Angels, Sfc. 

% After each of which Pri:fwi^ ^-eiS^. \»ss^^^^^55^^c^ 
he sujxg or said, 




2S4^'"" 






,fto*- 
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THEEEFOEE with Angels and Arch- 
angels, and with all the company of 
heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious 
Name ; evermore praising thee, and say- 
ing. Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts, 
heaven and earth are full of thy glory : 
Glory be to thee, Lord most High. 



% Then shall the Priest, kneeling down at the 
Lord's Table, say in the name of all them that 
shall receive the Communion this Prayer fol- 
lowing. [72] 

WE do not presume to come to this thy 
Table, merciful Lord, trusting in 
our own righteousness, but in thy mani- 
fold and great mercies. We are not 
worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs 
Tinder thy Table. But thou art the same 
Lord, whose property is always td have 
mercy : Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, 
so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus 
Christ, and to drink his blood, that our 
sinful bodies may be made clean by his 
body, and our souls washed through his 
most precious blood, and that we may 
evermore dwell iji I^tcl^ ^sv^ V'^i ^a^ ^^^^- 
Amen. 
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"The risible Church of Christ,*' says the 19th 
rtich^, " iH a congregation of faithful men, in 
hich the pure Word of God is preached and the 
icraments be duly ministered according to 
huist's ordinimce in all those things that of neces- 
ty arc rcqui.sito to the same." In all ages it 
)poar8 thjit to a due ministration of this Sacra- 
ent at least, the act of a rightly ordained minister 
as deemed essential. Almost all Dissenters, in 
actice, acknowledu^e this, although they differ 
cm the ancient Catholic Church in the question 
what constitutes right ordination. It is enough 
r us to be quite sure that, at all events, there is 
) doubt whatever as to the correctness of the 
oly Orders of the Church of England. 
It vnW be noticed that every thing here is in 
lict obedience to the original institution of 

HllIST. 

Duiinf^ this act of consecration, solemn reverent 
lonco b(H'OTnes all the Communicants, who are, by 
>urso, deeply interested in what is proceeding. 
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IF When the Priest, standing before the Table, 
hath so ordered tho Bread smd Wine, that he 
may with the more readiness and decency break 
the Bread before the people, and take the Cup 
into his hands, he shall say the Prayer of Con- 
secration, as followeth. [73] 

ALMIGHTY God, our heavenly Father, 
who of thy tender mercy didst give 
thine only Son Jesus Christ to suffer 
death upon the cross for our redemption ; 
who made there (by his one oblation of 
himself once offered) a full, perfect, and 
sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfac- 
tion, for the sins of the whole world ; and 
did institute, and in his holy Gospel com- 
mand us to continue, a perpetual memory 
of that his precious death, until his 
coming again ; Hear us, merciful Father, 
we most humbly beseech thee ; and grant 
that we receiving these thy creatures of 
bread and wine, according to thy Son our 
Saviour Jesus Christ's holy institution, 
in remembrance of his death and passion, 
may be partakers of his most blessed 
Body and Blood : who, in the same night 
•Here the that he was betrayed, *took 
the Paten into Bread ; and, when he had 
hiaj^an^s: given thaT\.ka, -^ \3l^ \rt'^^ '^i^^ 

irliteBrlad and ga^^ \\, V^ \^^ ^^^^^^^'^> 
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A ^wyer Itfu/n Oommimicatingr, 

[74J 

O my gradons Gk>D, IbleflB Thee that I have been 
baptized into the Name of the Father,' and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost. I thank Thee also 
that I have been enabled to renew at my Confirma- 
tion my dedication yowb to Thee ; and that I am 
now permitted to draw ni^h to my Saviour^B Table. 
Help me to go there with deep borow for my 
many sins, and in firm faith in the perfeotnesg ox 
His work for me. Grant me to know in my heart, 
and let it be seen in my future life, that uiis is to 
me the Communion of the Body andBlood of Chbist. 
I am very unworthy of any mercy, but do Thou 
make this a time of spiritual strengthening and 
refreshing to me. Grant this, O Father, for Jesus 
Christ's sake. Amen. 

Be on your guard against watching to see who 
may be going up to the Holy Table ; but rather sit 
or kneel quietly imtil it is the time for you to go 
there, and employ yourself in meditating on some 
part of Holy Scripture, or on some holy subject, or 
in prayer. The meditations and prayers and refer- 
ences to Holy Scripture at pages 76, 77, 78, 79, wiU 
probably assist you. I venture to recommend you 
not to take any book with you to the Holy Table, but 
quietly and reverently to kneel down, and to receive 
the consecrated bread, and wine, humbly praying in 
your heart, that the broken bread may be to you 
the Communion of the Body of Christ, and that 
the cup may be to you the Communion of the 
-BJood of Christ. 



THE HOLY COMMUNIOX. 59 

saying, Take, eat,* this is my 

• And here to Body which is given for you : 

upon ^11 *Ac Do this in remembrance of 

Bread. me. Likewise after supper 

u,)fkn>,ec^p ^« tookAe Cup ;t and, when 
into his hand, he had givon thanks, he gave 
t And here to it to them. Saying, Drink ye 
«pL«.n/*««- aU of this; for this J is my 
sei (he it cha- Blood of the New Testament, 

lice or Flagon) t_ • v • x, j jy i j} 

in which there which IS shed tor you and for 
is any Wine to many for the remission of sins : 

be consecrated, ^-v % . «, ■• ,i 

Do this, as oit as ye shall 
drink it, in remembrance of me. Amen, ^^^^ 

H Then shall the Minister first receive the Com- 
munion in both kinds himself, and then proceed 
to deliver the same to the Bishops, Priests, and 
Deacons, in like manner, (if any he present,) and 
after that to the people also in order, into their 
hands, all meekly kneeling. And, when he deli- 
vereth the Bread to any one, he shall say, 

THE Body of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
which was given for thee, preserve 
thy body and soul unto everlasting life. 
Take and eat this in remembrance that 
Christ died for thee, and feed on him in 
thy heart by faith with thanksgiving. 

H And the Minister that delivereth tha Oa^^ V^-^sas^ 
one shall say, 
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[75] 

Do not wait long at the Holy Table, lest jcm dday 
the adminifltzBtiaii to othen. Go qoietiiy to yonr 
place in the Ohnrch, and pray and read. Hie 
suggestionB on pap^ea 77, 78, 79 may be of use to you, 
but they axe not intended entizelT to take the pla(» 
of your own prayen and thooghti. 

A IVa^fer on rrtumin^fhm thi Sofy TM$, 

Blessed Jesus I I have been to Thy Holy TaUe 
and have eaten the bread, and hare drank uie wine 
in remembrance of Thee and of Thy ezoeeding 
great love to me ; desiring thus to feed on Thee 
the bread that came down from heaven that a man 
may eat thereof and not die. Let me now be 
stronger in the ways of righteousness. Purify my 
heart, O Jesus, and fit me for Thy future presence. 
Help me, by a life of love and holiness, to show 
that I have truly partaken of Thy grace. Amen. 

[76] 

" Let all things" (sajs S. Paul, i Cor. xiv. 40) 
^' be done decently and m order.*' It may happen 
that a sufficient quantity of Bread or Wine has not 
been consecrated, [i.e. set solemnly apart] by the 
words Chbist used, to the holy purposes of this 
Sacrament. If this be the case, provision is here 
made for the proper consecration of what iswanting. 

[77] 

" The Sacraments " (Art. xxv.) " were not 
ordained of Christ to be gazed upon." 

[78] 

The Lord's Prayer is used a second time in this 

Office, and with the Doxology added. It fitly 

commencea Hhe Office when we are about to con- 

fess our sins to God. It fitly draws the Office t« 

-f^^ conclusion of praise and tnankegivm^. 
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THE Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
which was shed for thee, preserve thy 
body and soul unto everlasting life. Drink 
this in remembrance that Christ's Blood 
was shed for thee, and be thankful. t^^l 

IF If the consecrated Bread or Wine "be all spent 
before all have communicated, the Priest is to 
consecrate more according to the Form before 
prescribed; beginning at [Our Saviour Christ in 
the same night, &c.] for the blessing of the Bread ; 
and at [Liketoise after Supper, &c.] for the bless- 
ing of the Cup. [70] 

IF When aXL have communicated, the Minister shall 
return to the Lord's Tuble, and reverently place 
upon it what remaineth of the consecrated Ele- 
ments, covering the same with a fair linen cluth. 

[77] 

IF Then shall the Priest say the Lord's Prayer, the 
people repeating after him every Petition. 

OUR Father, which art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy Name. Thy king- 
dom come. Thy wiU be done in earth, as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our tres- 
passes. As we forgive them that trespass 
against us. And lead us not into tempta- 
tion ; But deliver us from evil : For thine 
is the kingdom. The power, and th^ s^<5i^ -, 
For ever and evex. Am^u, ^^^ 
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Lt't us (Komaiis xii.) indeed endeavour hence- 
forth tliorou^hly to give ourselves to the service of 
(tod, how and ovomiore. 
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IT After shall be said as foUoweth. 

OLORD and heavenly Father, we thy 
humble servants entirely desire thy 
fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this 
our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving ; 
most humbly beseeching thee to grant, 
that by the merits and death of thy Son 
Jesus Christ, and through faith in his 
blood, we and all thy whole Church may 
obtain remission of our sins, and all other 
benefits of his passion. And here we 
offer and present unto thee, Lord, our- 
selves, our souls and bodies, to be a 
reasonable, holy, and lively sacrifice unto 
thee ;t^^] humbly beseeching thee, that all 
we, who are partakers of this holy Com- 
munion, may be fulfilled with thy grace 
and heavenly benediction. And although 
we be unworthy, through our manifold 
sins, to offer unto thee any sacrifice, yet 
we beseech thee to accept this our boun- 
den duty and service ; not weighing our 
merits, but pardoning our offences, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom, 
and with whom, in the unity of the Holy 
Ghost, all honour and glory be unto thee, 
O Father Almighty, -woxli ^^^n^Js^ssvii^* ^^^iS^., 
Amen, 
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Or this, 

ALMIGHTY and everliving God, we 
most heartily thank thee, for that 
thou dost vouchsafe to feed us, who have 
duly received these holy mysteries, with 
the spiritual food of the most precious 
Body and Blood of thy Son our Saviour 
Jesus Christ ; and dost assure us thereby 
of thy favour and goodness towards us ; 
and that we are very members incorporate 
in the mystical body of thy Son, which 
is the blessed company of all faithful 
people ; and are also heirs through hope 
of thy everlasting kingdom, by the merits 
of the most precious death and passion of 
thy dear SonJ^^^ And we most humbly be- 
seech thee, heavenly Father, so to as- 
sist us with thy grace, that we may con- 
tinue in that holy fellowship, and do aU 
such good works as thou hast prepared 
for us to walk in ; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, to whom, with thee and the 
Holy Ghost, be all honour and glory, 
world without end. Am$n, 

IT Then shall be said or sung, [81] 

GLOEY be to God on high, and vb. 
earth peace, goo^ V^!^\K^^^i^^^'^^'^^^' 
TFe praise tkee, ^e \Aft^^*Csxa'^> ^^ ^'^'^'* 
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h\iTm." We are not quite sore what they Muig, 
or how they sang: but it is ahnort oextaiik 
that, as to the ^'E^nin," it consisted of port' of 
Psalms cxY. to crriu. ; and as to the mode, it is 
pretty certain it was that of dhanting. fftmnthig 
has this advantage over Hymn or Fknhn-siii^ng, 
that the words of the Bible axe imdhanged, and tlia 
music is adapted to it ; whereas, in the other plazi, 
the words of the Bible are put 'into rhyme to suit 
our music. This hymn of praise (often known as 
the Gloria in exeeUiiJ is most beautiful. Where 
all can join in singing it to a very simple ohant, 
this seems to be the most scriptural, devotional, 
and beautiful way of using it. Otherwise it should 
he said aloud by all present. This " Gloria '* con- 
sists in part of the carol of the angels on the birth 
of Christ ; the remainder is believed to have been 
composed and used a.d. 129, and the whole was 
established as part of the Church-service in the 
fourth century. 



[82] 

The Holy Communion Office is the only Office 
in which the fuU Blessing is recognized as to be 
f»ivon before the congregation depart. The fact 
is soLlom noticed, but it is fuU of significance. It 
ought not be used except at this Office. 
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sliip thee, we glorify thee, we give 
thanks to thee for thy great glory, O 
Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father 
Almighty. 

O Lord, the only-begotton Son Jesu 
Christ ; Lord God, Lamb of God, Son 
of the Father, that takest away the sins 
of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou 
that takest away the sins of the world, 
have mercy upon us. Thou that takest 
away the sins of the world, receive our 
prayer. Thou that sittest at the right 
hand of God the Father, have mercy upon 
us. 

For thou only art holy ; thou only art 
the Lord ; Thou only, Christ, with the 
Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory 
of God the Father. Amen, 

f Then the Priest (or Bishop if he he present) 
shall let them depart with this Blessing. [82] 

THE peace of God, which passeth all 
understanding, keep your hearts and 
minds in the knowledge and love of God, 
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord : 
and the blessing of God Almighty, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be 
amongst you and remainLmt\^^^"^"'^^"»r^^* 
Amen. 
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[83] 

The six Collects fdlowmg are the only Erafen 
distinctly appointed for qm on almort any oooaaum, 
an intinrntion that the Ghuzeh did not oomten^late 
our using tlie "Prayen and GoQeotfl out of tbflir 
place, order, and season, on aU soirtB of oooanana. 



[84] 

This is a heautiful Prayer for God's g^danoe. 



[85^ 

This is a simple Prayer for God's protection and 

preservation. 



[86; 

This Collect is applicahle even though no Sermon 
has been preached, for some portion of God's word 

has been read. 
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If Collects to be said after the Offertory, wh^n 
there is no CommuTiion, every such day one or 
more ; and the same may be said also, as often 
as occasion shall serve, after the Collects either 
of Morning or Evening Prayer, Commiinion, or 
Litany, by the discretion of the Minister. [83] 

ASSIST us mercifully, Lord, in these 
our supplications and prayers, and 
dispose the way of thy servants 
towards the attainment of everlasting 
salvation ; that, among all the changes 
and chances of this mortal life, they may 
ever be defended by thy most gracious 
and ready help ; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen, t^J 

ALMIGHTY Lord, and everlasting 
God, vouchsafe, we beseech thee, to 
direct, sanctify, and govern, both our 
hearts and bodies, in the ways of thy 
laws, and in the works of thy command- 
ments; that through thy most mighty 
protection, both here and ever, we may be 
preserved in body and soul ; through our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen, t^^l 

GEANT, we beseech thee, AlmightyL^e] 
God, that the words, which we have 
heard this day with our outward ears, 
may through thy grace be e.o ^^s^^^ ^s:^- 
irardly in o\ir lDL^ai:\.a,\)tL'BJ^*^'^'5Sia=^^'^>^^^ 



^"'Ve tlmt .pared n<rtHUo«^S™, ^'^'t ^'^ j 
Him up for u8 aU, how ehall He not with Him aJta ^ 
Iredy gi'^e hb all thingB. 
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forth in us the fruit of good living, to the 
honour and praise of thy Name ; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

PEEVENT us, Lord, in all our doings 
with thy most gracious favour, and 
further us with thy continual help ; that 
in all our works begun, continued, and 
ended in thee, we may glorify thy holy 
Name, and finally by thy mercy obtain 
everlasting life ; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen, t^^^ 

ALMIGHTY God, the fountain of all 
wisdom, who knowest our necessities 
before we ask, and our ignorance in ask- 
ing ; We beseech thee to have compassion 
upon our infirmities ; and those things, 
which for our unworthiness we dare not, 
and for our blindness we cannot ask, 
vouchsafe to give us, for the worthiness 
of thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen, E**3 

ALMIGHTY God, who hast promised 
to hear the petitions of them that ask 
in thy Son's Name ; We beseech thee 
mercifully to incline thine ears to us that 
have made now our prayers and supplica- 
tions imto thee ; and ^Tio^iai, -kJssaS^ '^issssf^ft* 
things, wHdi ^^ Vw^ l^^^is&aS^ ^^^^-^ 
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[90] 

This Buhtio intimate! that tlib Office may be 
used without any oelebratioa of the Lobd'b Sapper, 
but that every pflfft of it durald eren thea be used 
to the end d the prayer for the Church militant, 
'' if there be no CknDmunian.** The early Ghzia- 
tians communicated every LoBD'aBay. The history 
of frequent Communions and of the neglect of Com.- 
munions is too long to insert here ; but few irfao 
consider the matter will think that once in the 
month is too frequent for every one to communicate. 
In every Parish, a celebration every Sunday seems 
desirable. 

[91] 

This Eubric reminds us that the Church of 
England is Protestant as well as Catholic, and I 
may add, Protestant because Catholic, llierulfi 
1161*6 enjoined is intended to hinder " solitary 
masses " as they were once called, wherein the 
piiest alone communicates. 

[92] 

This Rubric is important. It quite presumes thai 
on6-fifth of all parishioners over fourteen yean 
of age would be present at Holy Communion 
How lamentably short do most of our Parishei 
fall of this test! What Parish, having a largi 
population, ever has four (or at least three) o: 
every twenty of its parishioners over fourteei 
yenva of age, at Communion P Yet Christ says, " I 
jv? Jove Me, keep My commandments.'* 



ft 
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according to thy will, may effectually be 
obtained, to the relief of our necessity, 
and to the setting forth of thy glory; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen» 



IT Upon the Sundays and other Holy-days (if there 
be no Communion) shall be said all that is ap- 
pointed at the Communion, until the end of the 
general Prayer ^For the whole state of Christ's 
Church militant here in earth] together with one 
or mere of these Collects last before rehearsed, 
concluding with the Blessing. [90] 



H And there shall be no celebration of the Lord's 
Supper, except there be a convenient number to 
communicate with the Priest, according to his 
discretion. [91] 



IT And if there be not above twenty persons in the 
Parish of discretion to receive the Communion ; 
yet there shall be no Communion, except four 
(or three at the least) communicate with the 
Priest. [92] 



IT And in Cathedral and Collegiate Churches, and 
Colleges, where there are many Priests and 
Dpacons, they shall all receive the Communion 
with the Priest every Sunday a.tt\ife\ft»!^^^«sRss^» 
they have a reaaoiia\A© cavx^^ \.q ^^ ^^s^jtossr^ » 
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[98] 

The Bread is to l>e sofili aa ia nanal to he eateoj 
i.e. it ia not to he the nnleaTened wafer. Am 
indeed one beantifiil leaaon, tib. that **iP§wr^mli 
partaksrt of that em Im/*/' aigniijing the indty 
which ouffht to exist amongst na, u quite lost 1^ 
the use of the wafer. 



[94] 

Bread and Wine provided for the Holy Coin- 
munion, bnt not consecrated to that ncred pnxpoee, 
the Curate shall have to his own nse, for these once 
formed part of the *^ Oflerings" which the Priest 
had a shEire of for his supj^orfc. But, as a fact, I 
never knew any one obey this rule. 



[95] 

Of ancient times (as the old Bidding Prayers 
show) the loaf and many other things to promote 
a decent celebration of the Holy Communion were 
given by the people gladly. 

[96] 

The Easter Offerings in not a few places are of 
as laxge an amount as the income from endowment, 
being the freewill gift of the people. There seems 
no good reason why, as simple offerings, they should 
not be raised in ainost every Church. 

[97] 

The Ordinary means the Bishop, or the person 
whom he appointa to represent hrco., «a t,q. the 
^^chdeacon. 
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f And to take away all occasion of dissention, and 
superstition, whioh any person hath or might 
have concerning the Bread and Wine, it shall 
suffice that the Bread be such as is usual to be 
eaten ; but the best and purest Wheat Bread that 
conveniently may be gotten. [93] 

f And if any of the Bread and Wine remain un- 
consecrated, the Curate shall have it to his own 
use :[W] but if any remain of that which was con- 
secrated, it shall not be carried out of the 
Church, but the Priest and such other of the 
Communicants as he shall then call unto him, 
shall, immediately after the Blessing, reverently 
eat and drink the same. 

H The Bread and Wine for the Communion shall 
be provided by the Curate and the Church- 
wardens at the charges of the Parish. [95] 

IT And note, that every Parishioner shall commu- 
nicate at the (least three times in the year, of 
which Easter to be one. And yearly at Easter 
every Parishioner shall reckon with the Parson, 
Vicar, or Curate, or his or their Deputy or Depu- 
ties ; and pay to them or him all Ecclesiastical 
Duties, a£customably due, then and at that time 
to be paid. [96] 

H After the Divine Ssrvice ended, the money given 
at the Offertory shall be disposed of to such 
pious and charitable uses, as the Minister and 
Church-wardens shall think fit. Wherein if 
they disagree, it shall be disposed of as the 
Ordinary shall appoint. [97] 



END 01' THE KOIA Ca^^"^3^\Qi^ <^^^VS«.. 



TO « i'l N>I.1.N lOR ro.MMUNlCANTS. 

A Meditation before Communicating. 

And what is all this? Is it a truth? Yes, 
verily ! ITiis solemn hour, and this brealdng of 
the bread, and this pouring out of the wine, is 
Christ's own ax)pointed method of teaching me, 
through my senses, the great spiritual truths which 
they svTnbolize. He broke bread to signify how 
His ovroi precious Body would be broken for me. 
Ho poured out wine, to show how His precious 
Blood would be shed for me ; and His own minis- 
ter, ordained according to His own regulations, 
lias now broken bi-ead and poured out wine, that I 
may be taught the love of Christ to me ! This is 
so done, by Christ's command, to remind me that 
He loved unto the end, that He loves me now, and 
that He thus once gave Himself for me. Let me 
f-at of that biead and diink of that cup in full 
assiuance of faith ! 



Some hints and suggestions for meditations before 
or after Communicating, 

T. "Rofloct upon Christ as prefigured in tho 

Passover. 

I r. Consider (if you are a parent) whether you 
are rij^htly training youi* childien in the use of this 
Sa(nanient. 

, I II. ]Meditate on the life of Christ on earth, 

/ find see how neaxly your life approaches it. 

^V, Consider th e general turn oi y o\mc ^i^aw^\v.ta^ 
<i/n/ the stide of mind indicated thexviV^^'. 
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V. Consider how far you are influenced "by 
irreligious society, and whether you are trjing to 
do all the good you can. 

VI. Enquire how far you come to the Holy 
Communion as a mere hahit or form, and how far 
as to a means of grace in \\ hich there must be 
sincere sorrow for sin, and true faith in Jesus 
Christ. 



Selected Passages of Holy Scripture. 

The Pilgrim condition of the Christian on earth. 

" Thus shall ye eat it ; with your loins girded, 
your shoes on your feet, and your staff in your 
hand ; and ye shall eat it in haste ; it is the Lord's 
passover." 



The importance of observing the Passover. 

** Let the children of Israel also keep the pass- 
over at His appointed season." 

" Moses spake unto the children of Israel, that 
they should keep the passover." 



Dispositions worthy of any Communicant. 

*' The desire of our soul is to Thy Name, and to 
the remembrance of Thee." 

" It is the Spirit that quickeneth ; the flesh pro- 
fiteth nothing : the woxda tY\a^\ ^^-sbiB. NsciMSk ^^^^ 
they sue spirit, and tkey ai^'^^C" 
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Subjects for Private Prayer before or after 
Communicating. 

I. Your [wife'] [husband] [children] [hrothns] 
[sisters] fnends. 

II. Your Queen and all in authority. 

III. Your Parish Priest, and the Bishops, PiiestH, 
and Deacons of the Church. 

IV. Your Parish. 

V. The World. 

VI. Any special peculiar case with which you 
are acquainted. 



I am disposed to think that the most profitable 
way, before or after communicating, of occupyincj 
the one minute to the thirty minutes which will 
elapse before " all have communicated," is such as 
I have now indicated. I mean, in thoughtful con- 
siderations, and in prayers arising out of those 
considerations. 

But, if you are thus wearied, I would advise you 
to take your Prayer Book, and to examine the 
Office of Holy Baptism, or the service of Confirma- 
tion, or the Catechism, and as you read, consid(;r 
how far you come short in any particular. In this 
way the time will prove to be iL<&\t\vst^'b"ax^s^\£w^'w^'^ 
pro&tlesa. 
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THE END 

And now go calmly and joyfully home, dear 
brother or sister of the " great femily in heayen 
and earth/' not merely to spend a quiet time in 
prayer and devotion, hnt rather, desirous that every 
hour, and all your time should be spent in a 
manner worthy of one who has been with 
Christ. The best proof of true profit is good 
practice. It is not what we declare about our- 
selves, not what our frames and feelings may be 
occasionally under the influence of excitement, 
that we are to consider, but rather what our daily 
life is. Spiritual food should do for our souls 
what wholesome meat does for our bodies. It 
should strengthen and refresh us. This renewed 
strength should be evidenced by our religious 
vigour and hoUness of life. Take heed lest you 
fall into the error of fancying, after this service is 
completed, that you have discharged a duty, and 
may now run into worldly pleasure, and become 
indifferent to your state before God. 

Your Saviour gave you the Holy Communion as 

a means of grace, as a means of strengthening and 

refreshing your soul, and if it be this to you, you 

vzU grow in grace, and not put avjay all religious 

thoughts and feelings after this ^aexamfinA \ia& 
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■been administered. Rather you will aim, at each 
renewal of Communion, to advance onward in the 
heavenly road, prajTng that we may all realize 
presently the deep meaning of those mysterious 
words of Jesus at the institution of this Holy 
Sacrament, '* I will not drink again of this fruit of 
the vine, until I drink it new with you in My 
Father's kingdom." God grant to you, Dear 
Reader, and to me, this unspeakable mercy, this 
utterly undeserved Blessing, for Jesus Christ's 
S'lko. Amon. 



"Co f^im t^at obercometf) totU I gtbe to 
eat of tfle t^trljen manna." 
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